
 

Medical Device Dinner and Interview 
Thursday, June 16, 2022 
Sharon Heights Golf and Country Club 
 

 
   

4:30 – 6:00 p.m. Women’s Networking Event & Interview 

Join K. Angela Macfarlane as she interviews Ridhi Tariyal, CEO of 
NextGen Jane, about her career path and the role that Angela has 
played as a mentor in her journey. Among other topics, they will 
discuss the Ferolyn Fellowship and how it supports rising medtech 
leaders with a strong passion and aptitude to transform healthcare. 

Moderator: K. Angela Macfarlane, Perceive Biotherapeutics 

Speaker: Ridhi Tariyal, NextGen Jane 
 

  

6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Reception and Dinner Interview with Lisa Earnhardt 

Following a distinguished career at prominent medtech companies 
like Guidant and Intersect ENT, Lisa Earnhardt is now Executive Vice 
President of Abbott’s medical device business, one of the industry 
leaders in areas such as cardiovascular devices and diagnostics. In 
this interview, Lisa will share insights gained during her years as a 
medtech entrepreneur and industry leader, talk about running a 
major medtech franchise during a global health crisis, and offer her 
thoughts on where Abbott and the industry are going as we slowly 
emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Moderator: David Cassak, MedTech Strategist 

Speaker: Lisa Earnhardt, Abbott 
 

  

  



 

Medical Device Conference 
Friday, June 17, 2022 
Palace Hotel 
San Francisco, CA 
  

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. Conference Registration and Continental Breakfast 
  

8:30 – 8:45 a.m. Welcome — James Huie, Wilson Sonsini 
  

8:45 – 9:30 a.m. Panel Session 1 

SVB—Medtech by the Numbers 
Join Jonathan Norris from Silicon Valley Bank and Jed Cohen from 
SVB Securities as they look back at 2021’s medtech fundraising and 
deal successes. In addition, learn how 2022 is shaping up for 
medtech companies looking to access venture capital, corporate 
partners, and the public market. 

Speakers: Jed Cohen, SVB Securities 
Jonathan Norris, SVB 

 

 
9:30 – 9:45 a.m. 

 
BREAK 
  

9:45 – 10:30 a.m. Panel Session 2 

Venture Capital Panel 

Last year was a great year for medtech companies to raise capital—
but it seems like the investment market may be cooling. Hear from a 
group of active medtech investors as they talk about their recent 
investments and how they look at the opportunities in today’s 
market. Are investors pulling back? Is new investment activity 
slowing down? Learn how some investors are adapting their 
financing strategies and business models to accommodate the 
changing realities and positioning themselves for long-term success. 

Moderator: Jesse Schumaker, Wilson Sonsini 



 

Speakers: Max Bikoff, Longitude Capital 
Evan Caplan, Orbimed 
Karen Long, KCK 
Peter Bisgaard, Pivotal Life Sciences 

 
Medical Robotics 

Medical robotics is an emerging field in medtech and healthtech with 
the markets for surgical robots, exoskeletons and hospital robots. 
While major manufacturers are increasing their research and 
development efforts within robotic surgical systems, many are aiming 
to acquire startup companies externally. We will explore this exciting 
and emerging trend in the market. 

Moderator: 

Speakers: 

David Cassak, MedTech Strategist 

Andrew Chung, 1955 Capital 
Bruce Lichorowic, Galen Robotics 
Julian Nikolchev, Intuitive Ventures 

 
AI’s Increasing Role in Medtech Innovation 

Siddarth Satish at Gauss Surgical sold his company to Stryker  in 
2021.  Gauss Surgical is a medical device company that has developed 
Triton™, an artificial intelligence-enabled platform for real-time 
monitoring of blood loss during surgery. Triton has demonstrated 
improvements in maternal and surgical care through earlier 
recognition of hemorrhage leading to earlier intervention.  Join this 
panel to learn how AI is disrupting the Medical Device Industry and 
promises to reduce cost and improve care. 

Moderator: 

Speaker: 

Ali Alemozafar, Wilson Sonsini 

Siddarth Satish, Stryker 
 

 
10:30 – 10:45 a.m. BREAK  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

10:45 – 11:30 a.m. Panel Session 3 

Early Investing 

Join a group of angel organizations as they discuss the inner 
workings of the angel world. Find out about areas of interest in 
Medtech typical deal terms as well as the process and timing involved 
in closing an angel round. 

Moderator: Eric Hsu, Wilson Sonsini 

Speakers: William Dai, ShangBay 
Gary Gershony, BayMed Venture Partners 
Tracy Pappas, Treo Ventures 

Medtech Branding and Advertising 

The medical device marketplace is increasingly competitive, making 
it challenging to promote new products in ways that are distinctive 
and that don ’t run afoul of legal restrictions. How can companies 
best name and promote their products to communicate innovations, 
differentiate themselves competitively, and clear legal hurdles in the 
U.S. and abroad? 

Moderator: John Slafsky, Wilson Sonsini 

Speakers: Aaron  Hendelman, Wilson Sonsini 
Joe Urban, Potrero Medical 
Dean Zikria, Intiuty Medical 

University Licensing and Clinical Resources 

This session will feature a discussion among university leaders from 
UC Irvine, UCLA, and Wilson Sonsini’s Katharine Ku, who formerly 
led Stanford’s office of technology licensing. Come learn about the 
resources and innovation that these world-class universities have to 
offer the medical device industry. Also learn about key provisions of 
university licenses and the varying levels of importance to each party. 

Moderator: Matthew Bresnahan , Wilson Sonsini 

Speakers: Errol Arkilic, UC Irvine 
Kathy Ku, Wilson Sonsini 
Jennifer McCaney, UCLA Biodesign 

 

  



 

11:30 – 12:45 p.m.  Lunch and Interview – Fixing Reimbursement and Other 
Policy Issues 

Join David Cassak from the MedTech Strategist and Josh Makower 
from Stanford Biodesign for a discussion on medtech reimbursement 
and related policy issues focused on improving patient access to 
important new technologies that can save lives. 

Moderator: David Cassak, MedTech Strategist 

Speaker: Josh Makower, Stanford Biodesign 
 

 
12:45 – 1:00 p.m. 

 
BREAK 
  

1:00 – 1:45 p.m. Panel Session 4 

Hiring and Compensating the CEO 

Join a group of compensation experts as they look at recent trends and 
emerging best practices in medtech executive compensation. 
Participate in a discussion around current salary, as well as stock and 
bonus structures for management. Learn about the structure and 
pitfalls associated with carve-out plans and innovative ways to provide 
management teams with compensation for successful exits. Finally, 
learn what executive recruiters are looking for in a resume and how 
networking skills can help you land your next great job. 

Moderator: Scott McCall, Wilson Sonsini 

Speakers: Miguel Chavez, Morgan Stanley 
Mike Esser, Pearl Meyer 
Joshua Steinfeld, Carta 

Medtech Company Creation: Fogarty Innovation, The 
Foundry, and Shifamed  

Join representatives from Fogarty Innovation, The Foundry, and 
Shifamed as they discuss the process they go through to Identify, start, 
fund and develop a new medical device project. Learn about some of 
their past successes, things that worked, and things that didn’t. 

Moderator: 

Speakers: 

James Huie, Wilson Sonsini 
 
Andrew Cleeland, Fogarty Innovation 
Karun Naga, The Foundry 
Amr Salahieh, Shifamed 



 

Patient Access Restrictions to Medical Device Innovation 

Patient access to medical device innovations is directly tied to 
approval by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and adequate 
insurance coverage by commercial and government payors, such as 
Medicare/Medicaid. Reimbursement by third-party insurers and the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is a crucial 
component for patient access, as providers are reluctant to use 
treatments that are not covered by insurance or CMS. However, FDA 
approval of breakthrough devices is often not supported by long-term 
safety, efficacy, or patient outcome data, which are critical in 
establishing the “medically reasonable and necessary” standard to 
which payors are bound in order to cover a treatment. In turn, a lack 
of adequate coverage can significantly impact a physician’s decision 
to use the device and provide a patient access to a breakthrough 
treatment. Recent policy and legislative proposals have highlighted 
the need for more timely CMS coverage for devices approved through 
the FDA’s breakthrough program. 

This panel will discuss the FDA’s successful device breakthrough 
program and the recent policy/legislative proposals for CMS to 
provide more timely coverage decisions for devices that have 
obtained breakthrough status. 

Moderator: 

Speakers: 

Eva Yin, Wilson Sonsini 

Ken Bhugra, Neurolutions 
Kwame Ulmer, Wavemaker Three-Sixty Health 

 

 
1:45 – 2:00 p.m. 

 
BREAK  

2:00 – 2:45 p.m. Panel Session 5 

Medtech IPOs and Cross-Over Funding 

Join a panel of experts as they look back at 2021 in terms of public 
capital markets for medtech companies. The group will explore how 
the Class of 2021 has fared in the public market and what the market 
for late-stage and public funding will look like in 2022 and beyond. 

Moderators: Philip Oettinger, Wilson Sonsini 
Matthew Strom, Morgan Stanley 

 

 



 

Dealing with Competitor Disputes – The Patent Landscape 

What arrows do you have in your quiver for dealing with IP disputes? 
Come hear from the experts about some simple precautions. Learn in 
practical terms how to best avoid the early landmines, and how to put 
your company in the best position to prevail in the event the company 
must deal with a competitor in its space. 

Speakers: Matt Argenti, Wilson Sonsini 
Vera Elson, Wilson Sonsini 

Medtech Collaborations 

This panel will explore the world of medtech strategic collaborations. 
Learn about the process from first meeting to signed contract, and 
hear about the various structures these transactions can take. 
Understand what brings each party to the bargaining table and what 
each party hopes to gain. Hear about the key bargaining issues and 
how differences are narrowed to allow the transaction to proceed and 
eventually close. 

Moderator: Alex Key, Wilson Sonsini 

Speakers: Tamir Meiri, JJDC 
Matt Meyer, Wilson Sonsini 
Michael Hooven, Enable Injections 

 

 
2:45 – 3:00 p.m. BREAK 

3:00 – 3:45 p.m. Panel Session 6 

Better Together: How Digital Connection Is Reshaping 
Medtech 

Join leading medtech innovators to discuss why digital connection is 
disrupting the medtech industry, and how to find your place in the 
healthcare ecosystem of tomorrow. This panel will discuss how 
COVID-19 rapidly accelerated our expectations that virtual 
connection can deliver more, better, and economical care. During this 
pandemic period, what had been viewed as intransigent obstacles to 
connected health shifted abruptly, leaving a relatively open path for 
adoption of connected care products. Our panelists will discuss how 
investors and other key stakeholders view medtech’s opportunity in 
this transformative moment to change healthcare for the better. 



 

Moderator: Haley Bavasi, Wilson Sonsini 

Speakers: Dan Burnett, Theranova 
Daniel Hawkins, Avail Medsystems 
Renee Ryan, Cala Health 

Japan Medtech Investments and Collaborations 

Japan is a major investor in and acquirer of medical device start-ups, 
and represents a major source of investment capital. Come learn 
about the ways in which Japan and start-ups are collaborating to 
finance and develop advanced medical technologies. Meet the 
representatives of Japanese companies located in Silicon Valley who 
are looking for new opportunities. 

Moderator: Elton Satusky, Wilson Sonsini 

Speakers: Justin Takashi Fukuyama, Medventure Partners 
Mika Nishimura, Gilde Healthcare 
Yushin Yazaki, Terumo Corporation 

Medtech M&A 

While the world has been focused on the medtech IPO market in 
2022, the M&A market was not idle. Join this panel to learn about 
recent medtech M&A activity and how deal terms are evolving. 

Moderators: Brian Appel, Wilson Sonsini 
Paul Grand, MedTech Innovator 

Speakers: Jerry Gibson, Venclose  
Mark Handfelt,  Bardy Diagnostics, Inc. 
Jennie Xue, Guggenheim Partners 

 

 
3:45 – 4:00 p.m. 

 
BREAK 
  

4:00 – 5:00 p.m. MedTech Innovator Pitch Competition – Celebrating 10 
years and over 100 products on the market! 
 
Join us in celebrating the 10th year of MedTech Innovator at Wilson 
Sonsini’s Annual Conference. Now the largest accelerator of medical 
technology in the world, MedTech Innovator has produced 420 
alumni who have raised over $4 billion in follow-on funding and 
brought more than 100 products to market. You will get the chance to 
choose a winner from four of the most exciting companies in the 



 

2022 cohort, selected from over 1,000 applicants. Each company will 
present their pitches to a panel of industry judges. The judges will 
evaluate the presentations and provide feedback to each company. 
Ultimately, the audience will vote for the winner who will receive a 
cash prize and be profiled in an upcoming issue of MedTech 
Strategist. 
 

5:00 – 6:30 p.m. Venture Capital Uncorked: Wine Tasting 
Join Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati for wine tasting after the 
conference. We will be sampling wines from various wineries, with 
venture capitalists serving as your sommeliers for the event. This is 
your chance to try some great wine and learn a little bit more about 
what each of our local venture firms is looking for in its next deal. It’s 
a great pairing—wine with a venture capital twist. 

 


